Delisle Pony Club Report 

November 14, 2008

Delisle had a 2008 season of growth and success! In May, all 11 candidates were successful in their stable management testing: three new young members passed their D-SM level, 4 members passed their D1-SM, and 4 more achieved the D2-SM standard. We then had a wonderful summer of lessons, local shows and clinics which culminated in a successful testing day on September 9th, when each of the 6 members who rode achieved a new level: two members received their D1 and 4 members received their D2.  We are deeply grateful to our fabulous instructors, Robbie Pattison and Zoe McDougall whose expertise, patience and flexibility brought out our riders’ confidence and ability. 

Also in May, Delisle members enjoyed a clinic on equine massage with Kim Tweed and two members rode in the Regional showjumping and dressage championships at Pelmac.   

In July, 3 Delisle members rode in a week-long camp at Pelmac with several Heartland riders.  Despite the nearly constant rain, riding ability and friendships were strengthened that week. 

One young member watched the A-testing at Sand Castle and Willow Ridge in August and left awe-struck and deeply motivated. Two members traveled to Spruce Meadows to watch the thrilling Masters competitions in September and 3 members participated in the Allen Matheson clinic at Pelmac.  

In October we got together for a social wind-up and distributed badges earned over the season.  We watched videos of the summer Olympic games and enjoyed each other’s company. On October 24th, Delisle members raised funds for the Club by checking coats during the Cattle-baron’s cancer fundraising ball at the WDM. Our financial status is secure but we continue to work on fundraising for the upcoming 2009 season.

At our registration meeting on Nov 6th,  7 members renewed and a couple riders from winter-riding clubs expressed an interest in joining Delisle for the summer riding portion.  We will begin stable management study sessions in the new year with our instructor of the past 15 years, Roberta Pattison and an experienced Delisle graduate, Chelsea Weiler. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Tedesco, D.C.

