The driving force behind the Delisle Pony Club from its inception in 1990, and for several years following, was Vivienne Hiscock.  The Hiscock family provided the riding venue, the horses and ponies, and several of the new Club’s members, with four Hiscock children taking part the first year.  Vivienne herself was the first District Commissioner.  Unlike many other branches in and around the Saskatoon area, whose members have always had access to indoor arenas for winter riding, Delisle was and still is a summer riding club, with winters devoted to doing the book work required to prepare for stable management and written tests.  Perhaps this arrangement evolved out of necessity, no indoor facilities being available in the area at the time, but it was also by design, as it provided an economical and accommodating way for children to get involved with Pony Club, children who might not otherwise have the opportunity to do so.

The first year saw nine young riders receive instruction from Moira Remmen and John Ross, who came out from Saskatoon to the Hiscock farm southeast of Delisle to conduct the lessons.  They were followed by Jody Rawlins and Alana Wilson, and later by Robbie Pattison, who is still one of the club’s instructors. 

Delisle Pony Club has always been small in terms of membership, but from the start its leaders have been both enthusiastic and innovative.  It was Delisle who revived the idea of Pony Club camp in the province, riders from the various branches coming together for several days during the summer, to camp out with their families, be responsible for looking after their own horses, enjoy excellent instruction along with various other horse-related activities, and wind up the week riding in a horse show.  For the first two camps, held at Perdue fair grounds, Delisle undertook to erect temporary stabling (and take it down afterwards), no small chore, and monsoon-like weather conditions interrupted proceedings the second year, but the events were highly successful and popular, with the number of riders in attendance more than doubling the second year.   The idea caught on, and soon other branches took up the challenge to host what became an annual event, held at various venues around the region.

The Hiscock place had both a spacious outdoor ring and a cross country course, but the announcement by Vivienne in the fall of 1994 that the family was moving and could no longer host the lessons prompted relatively little anxiety, since Ian and Marilyn Shirley were quick to offer their farm east of Vanscoy as the club’s new home.  Over the next few years, the Shirleys would prove to be as important to the Delisle Pony Club story as Vivienne Hiscock had been at the beginning.

By the mid-nineties, Ian Shirley had already begun work on what was to become a first-rate beginner level cross country course, which he continued to maintain and upgrade even after the Pony Club days of the three Shirley children were long behind them.  It is still used by branches in the area for rally, tetrathlon and cross country clinics.  Also still in use is the Prince Philip Games equipment made by Ian, PPG being another of his enthusiasms.  

In 1995, Saskatchewan hosted National Quiz, and both Marilyn and Ian were key individuals behind the success of that event.  Perhaps it was this early involvement by the Delisle branch with Quiz at the national level which helped fuel members’ interest, but whatever the reason, the performance at both Regional and National Quiz by the Delisle Pony Club has been outstanding.  Delisle has brought home the top club award at Regionals many times over, and its members have often been part of Saskatchewan teams competing successfully at Nationals.  When National Quiz returned to the province in 2006, the branch’s influence was again strong.  Delisle’s Carol Weiler (along with former Delisle DC Sherrill Bueckert) headed up proceedings this time round, with Carol’s daughter Chelsey a member of Saskatchewan’s first place A/B team and an individual prize winner.  Now one of Delisle’s instructors, Chelsey has begun to pass on the wealth of knowledge and experience she gained during her Pony Club years.  



Riding lessons at the Shirley farm were always entertaining for both spectators and participants.  Horses and ponies learned to be steady in the face of interruption by the resident sheep flock which occasionally sauntered through the ring during class, and to be unintimidated by the enormous team of oxen which also lived at the farm and seemed to enjoy observing proceedings close up.   

By 2004 the last of the Shirley children had left Pony Club, and Delisle’s home base moved once again, a few miles west to the farm of Cam and Kerrie Sparrow near Vanscoy.  Membership dwindled slightly around this time, but soon rebounded to former levels.  A primarily rural club, Delisle has always had an interesting mix of riders, a significant number of them coming to Pony Club from 4H and bringing with them experience in western as well as English disciplines.  As 2008 begins, the new DC is Sue Tedesco, herself a graduate of the US Pony Club system, who offers Delisle yet another perspective on the Pony Club way of doing things.  

